Bonnet Latch Installation for Sprite Mk1
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Installation of Speedwell's Bonnet Latches just might be the true test of one's patience. When installing
them, make sure you are not up against a deadline for taking your Sprite somewhere. This project, from
start to finish, may easily require over 10 hours of time but most likely, more than that. Installing them
to the Bonnet itself is somewhat simple and not too time-consuming. The tough part is getting the
receptacles mounted to the inner footwell in the correct location, and finally, getting them adjusted just
right so the quick release pins go in & out easily. So take your time, and if true frustration sets in, walk
away for a while. We have installed more than several sets, and it still is not easy to do. We have tried
to write these instructions to ease the job, but if you have any questions, feel free to call us anytime.
1. First off, the Bonnet must have forward-tilt hinges (obviously). It does not matter what
manufacture they are, but the main thing is that they are sturdy, and when the bonnet is in the
closed position, it must close in that same position time after time, otherwise the latches will not
line up with each other.
2. With the Bonnet open, remove the 1/4” bolt from the rearward strut brace and install a latch
panel as in Fig. 1. For now, leave the panel on the outside at the bottom edge as in the picture.
Now do the opposite side the same way.
3. Close the bonnet. Check to make sure the fenders still fit flush where they meet the rocker
panel. If they do not, this is adjusted by the 1/4” bolt that attaches the strut brace to the fender. It
is slotted, so adjust it until the fenders fit nice and flush with the rocker panels on both sides.
Try your best to get the bonnet to sit firmly on all four rubber bonnet buffers that are attached to
the tops of the rocker panels. Same with the fit at the cowl. You may even need to completely
remove the cowl rubber to get the best overall fit.
4. Once this is done, now open the Bonnet, and mark the two holes on the mounting panels with a
center punch, or a Sharpie. Remove the Panels, drill the holes, reinstall the panels, but this time,
install the lower part of the panels on the inside of the Bonnet. Loosely install the screws and
nuts on the lower part of the panel.
5. Now close the bonnet, check for proper fit, re-adjust if necessary. Open the Bonnet, and final
tighten everything. It should appear the same as in Fig. 3
6. Only if you are satisfied with the fit of the Bonnet in the closed position are you then ready for
the more difficult part of this installation.
7. This next step is where the Stainless Steel “cones” are mounted to the inner footwell. They must
be mounted so they align exactly with the cones that are mounted to the panels inside the
Bonnet. Both sets of cones have holes larger than needed, this allows adjustment for alignment
after installation.
8. With the Bonnet in the closed position, measure & write down the size of the gap of the bonnet
at the rocker, and also at the cowl. Now slide in the “Set-up Pin” (included in this kit) into the
stainless cone. Using an adjustable square, ruler, tape measure, etc. measure the vertical
distance, and then the horizontal distance from the edge of the bonnet to the center of the set-up
pin. Add the dimensions of the gaps to your figures. This will tell you roughly where you will
be drilling the hole for the Quick Release Pins. Using a Sharpie, place a small dot using the
measurements from the cowl & rocker. See figures 4, 5, 6, & 7.
9. Supplied in this kit are some thick, clear, rubbery round “Scotch Dots”. Place one more or less
centered on top of the dot you just made with the Sharpie. Now, with the set-up pin in a cone,
close the bonnet (carefully, so you don't drag the set-up pin on the paint of the footwell. With
the bonnet in place where you want it to be when latched, gently push in on the bonnet with
your hand about where the stainless cone is located. This will leave a small indentation which is
where you will now drill an 1/8” hole. Fig. 7 & 8.

10. After drilling an 1/8” hole in the footwell, check to see if the basic alignment is okay by
trying to slide the drill bit from the footwell hole through cone, and into the panel cone.
Hopefully, it does. If not, don't go and shoot yourself in the head, the cone is plenty big
enough to cover up a gigantic hole if need be. Once this is done, go ahead and drill the three
holes for each of the two cones and attach them to the footwell. Fig. 9.
11. Now it is time to attempt pushing in the Quick Pins. Leave the three screws in each cone
slightly loose for your first try. If either of them lines up and slides in on the first try, we'll
hire you! You will need to gradually tighten all the screws until the pins line up. Generally,
you will need to slightly wiggle the bonnet around with one hand while pushing the Quick
pins in. If the pins line up but just do not want to slide in all the way home, it is likely that
there is mis-alignment in a parallel plane. For this adjustment, included is the Speedwell
Tweeker Bar. (yes, it's just a 1/4” steel rod is all). Installing the Tweeker bar into the
footwell cone and then prying it in the appropriate direction will help in alignment as the
footwell is quite flexible.
12. Once the latches are fitted, re-install the kick panel, drill an 1/8” hole for the Quick pin,
remove the panel and drill a nice, clean hole through the vinyl trim and kick-panel (TIP:
using the drill in reverse helps keep the bit from grabbing and tearing the vinyl). Re-install
the kick panels and you're done. Fig. 10

